
ABOVE THE CALL; BEYOND THE DUTY 

A one man, two act play 

Written and Performed By: James McEachin

An old Soldier,a new mission.

United States Army Veteran of the Korean War

Silver Star, Purple Heart Recipient

Accomplished Actor

Award winning author

Opening Remarks……………………………….........Jeff Bolton

Presentation of Colors………………………………..301st Fighter Wing Honor Guard

Nation Anthem………………………………..............Dottie Peoples

Tribute Medley…………………………….….............Dottie Peoples

Above the Call; Beyond the Duty
Act One

===============================================================
Old Glory-The award winning, 22 minute film short sets up the character of the Old Soldier

Grandfather-In play form, The Old Soldier encounters Grandfather who expects him to prepare himself to meet God’s judgment
Kissing the Ground-takes us back to the introduction of President Truman’s Executive 
Order 9981 effectively ending segregation of the United States Armed Forces.

The Martian-is a tale about a small Martian Boy and his Martian Father on the puzzling usage of language among humans (derived from the award winning audio CD, Pebbles in the Roadway; Tales and Essays, Bits and Pieces).

Superman Tallmadge-shows us that the dreamer cannot be stopped (also from Pebbles in the Roadway).

Stars-brings a special tribute to women serving in the military (derived from the award- winning audio CD, Voices: A Tribute to the American Veteran).

Voices- commemorates all who have served and are currently serving in the United States Armed Forces (also from the award- winning audio CD, Voices: A Tribute to the American Veteran)
-Intermission-

Act Two

===============================================================
An Old Soldier Speaks-This seven minute film introduces a photo-montage and speech given to members of the military.

Sergeant McClellan’s Speech-is an excerpt taken from the award-winning novel Farewell to the Mockingbirds regarding an incident taking place in Houston, TX in 1917 resulting in the largest trial and execution in United States History.

Finale-Home for the Brave-walks The Old Soldier’s Grandfather through the halls of a Veteran’s medical facility and history 

James McEachin holds an accomplished career in acting with over 150 film and television credits to his name to include being the first African-American man to have his own dramatic show on NBC-Tenafly. With film and television credits that include True Grit, Play Misty for Me, Perry Mason, Dragnet, and All in the Family, Mr. McEachin has worked beside such greats as John Wayne, Bette Davis, Clint Eastwood, Raymond Burr and Sidney Portier. His short film, Reville, in which he played a starring role, received 5 Emmy nominations in 2007. His film Old Glory received the Best Film Short Award at the 2007 GI Film Festival in Washington D.C. As a young man, Mr. McEachin served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War; in recognition of his service and sacrifice he was awarded the Purple Heart (wounded two times) and Silver Star. Recently Mr. McEachin accepted the nomination to serve as an Ambassador for the 63rd Regional Readiness Command, United States Army Reserve. The position is a three year commitment and carries the protocol rank of a two star General. As a US Army Reserve Ambassador, Mr. McEachin tours the Country speaking before Veterans, soldiers, and civilians, bringing patriotism and appreciation to all who are serving, have served, and those who support our soldiers and Veterans.

Dottie Peoples is an American Gospel singer. She was born in Dayton Ohio and began singing at an early age. After completing high school, she was given the opportunity to tour with gospel pioneer Dorothy Norwood, a member of The Caravans. From there, Peoples briefly joined a jazz ensemble, performing in various venues across the country. Peoples soon realized that singing secular music was not what she was called to do; she relocated to Atlanta and returned to her gospel roots. She has been inducted into the Gospel Singer Hall of Fame and was a recipient of the prestigious James Cleveland Lifetime achievement award. Although 56 awards, nominations, and recognitions fill her resume in addition to countless television appearances, tours and special performances, Dottie’s mission and principle focus remain intact. Her ministry is people 

Jeff Bolton As a dynamic, nationally recognized talk radio show host in his third year at the Legendary 570 KLIF in Dallas, Jeff offers a vibrant Middle American perspective on both local and national issues with a combination of independent thought, scathing humor and a tireless commitment to broadcasting "on the scene" where news and talk collide. Not content with sitting in the studio seat and pontificating, Bolton has been nationally recognized and honored for his international groundbreaking talk radio broadcasts from Iraq, Afghanistan and Sri Lanka, and for his national broadcasts from New York after 9-11 and New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. In 2003, he was the first talk show host in America to broadcast full-length talk shows from the Middle East war zones, and also completed the first ever live talk radio broadcasts at sea with the U.S. Navy aboard the aircraft carrier Carl Vinson. In 2006, Jeff took 570 KLIF listeners into the deserts and cities of Iraq for an extraordinary two weeks of broadcasts.
The CRP Flight School The pledge and commitment of the C.R.P. Future Pilots Program is to continue the legacy of our world-class Original Tuskegee Airmen, by educating our Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex youth in aviation concepts, math, science and piloting principles. The C.R.P. Future Pilots Program is one of seven such aviation programs in the Country offering students who are accepted into the program the opportunity to obtain one of three aviation licenses, it is a full-service, aviation program dedicated to youth ages 8-18. The intent is to continue the Legacy of the men who established our organization, and the history and service of the Tuskegee Airmen. 

History of the Tuskegee Airmen History has a way of identifying, polishing, and confirming our nation’s true heroes. Consider that in 1942, America had already declared that this great nation was at war. It was a time when all of our manpower and resources were being poured into the war effort. Women were working in jobs that previously belonged to men. Our military began an experiment that was designed to fail. This experiment would prove once and for all that African Americans could not fly complicated, expensive fighter planes, or so they thought! Contrary to a War College study and its false conclusions, a small group of African American pilots in Tuskegee, Alabama began to fly and change the course of history.
The Tuskegee Airman had a stellar combat record during the War, one of their key missions was to provide Bomber Escort, protect the Bombers and their crews from enemy fire. It wasn’t long before American bomber pilots changed their attitudes towards the Tuskegee Airman and started calling these pilots Red Tail Angels.

301st Fighter Wing Commanded by Colonel Kevin“Potts” Pottinger, the 301st Fighter Wing at Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base Carswell Field in Fort Worth is the only Air Force Reserve fighter unit in the state of Texas. The mission of the unit is to maintain a state of readiness to deploy people and their assigned fighter aircraft (the F-16) wherever needed when notified of recall to active duty. Wing people assigned to the 301st Fighter Wing repeatedly demonstrate their flying expertise and professionalism in Air Combat Command, Air Force Reserve Command and NATO exercises designed to emphasize that to retain the country’s combat ready posture it must train as it plans to fight.

“With profound appreciation for the men and women who serve in our Nation’s armed services from the cadet to the seasoned Veteran and all who support and care for them. Your service will never be forgotten.”

“Thank You for being here. Thank You for doing all that you do”.

                                                                       -James McEachin
A “by invitation” reception will immediately follow Mr. McEachin’s Performance

